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Slovenia
Even in the Iron Curtain era it was hard
to tell where Friuli stopped and Slovenia
began. It was the first of the old Yugoslav
nations to declare independence (in 1991),
and the only one whose wine has always
been acknowledged and drunk in Western
Europe. In the 1970s, “Lutomer Riesling”
from eastern Slovenia was almost the only
wine shipped from behind the curtain.

Slovenia stretches from the mild Adriatic
eastwards to the Pannonian Plain with its
continental climate. The green rolling hills
provide some excellent grape-ripening sites,
now grouped into three distinct wine regions:
Primorska (on the coast), Posavje (along the

CENTRAL PODRAVJE
Slovenia’s wine region furthest from the coast is
just south of Styria in Austria, and produces
similarly finely etched, mainly white, aromatic
wines. Some Styrian growers have vineyards
over the border in Stajerska Slovenija – which
means Slovenian Styria.

Sava River and not mapped in detail), and
Podravje (along the Drava River), including
the historic wine centres of Maribor, Ptuj,
Radgona, and Ljutomer-Ormož.

It was at Maribor that, in 1822, Austrian
Archduke Johann ordered “all noble vine
varieties that exist” to be planted on his
property. Thus Chardonnay, Sauvignon
Blanc, Pinot Gris, Pinot Blanc, Traminer,
Muscat, Riesling, Pinot Noir, and more were
introduced to inland Slovenia.

The country’s total area of vines has been
declining in this century, as the number of
Slovenians interested in being part-time
vignerons shrinks, but 38,067 acres (15,405 ha)
of vineyards are officially registered, and there
are many more that are not. Average
holdings are tiny, and although the Slovenian
wine industry is gradually becoming more

professional and less fragmented, almost
30,000 Slovenians still grow some vines.

Primorska
Primorska, the westernmost Slovenian wine
region, with 15,827 acres (6,408 ha) of vineyard,
never lost historic links with Friuli across the
border in Italy and is still Slovenia’s most
dynamic wine region. Summers here are hot,
winters mild, but autumn rains can arrive
early. Most of the Primorska vineyards are
influenced both by the Adriatic and the Alps
and tend to produce aromatic, powerful wines.
Predictably, given its proximity, Primorska
favours the Friulian style of aromatic, dry,
varietally named whites and firm reds which,
unusually for Slovenia, represent as much as
half of production. The Brda district in the
north of the region is effectively a continuation
of Collio across the border in Friuli (and is
mapped with Friuli on p.171).

Rebula (Ribolla Gialla) is the queen here,
closely followed by Chardonnay and Merlot.
Rebula can be made in every imaginable style,
from razor-sharp and raised in stainless steel
to the deep-orange product of dramatically
extended skin contact and long maturation in
qvevri, Georgia’s clay pots. (Josko Gravner, the
modern father of this latter technique in Friuli
and beyond, is based just over the border.) It is
often used to freshen local sparkling wines and
can make excellent sweet wines. Rebula is also
a common ingredient in the white multivarietal
blends that are common in this part of the
world (on both sides of the border). Merlot/
Cabernet Sauvignon blends and Pinot Noir are
some of the most successful reds but in Brda,
as in Friuli, a wide range of other local and
international varieties is grown. These include
the aromatic Sauvignonasse (called Friulano
in Friuli), Pinot Grigio, which typically has much
more structure and character than its Veneto
counterpart, and Sauvignon Blanc.

The Vipava Valley, or Vipavska Dolina,
district is noticeably cooler, especially in its
upper reaches, resulting in wines with more
lift, elegance, and less alcohol than in Brda.
Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, and Sauvignon
Blanc are important here but regional
specialties such as Ribolla Gialla and the
indigenous Zelen and Pinela are gaining
ground. White blends based on these local
grapes are worth seeking out, as is Vipava
Pinot Noir.

Kras district, the harsh karst limestone
plateau above Trieste, with its shallow, iron-
rich, red clay soils, is famous for dark, tart, but
tasty Teran, made from Refosco grapes.

Refosco is also by far the most important
grape in Slovenska Istra, Slovenia’s warmest
district south of Trieste, where it makes a
spicy, full-bodied red, though never exactly
soft. The aromatically peachy Malvazija
Istarska that goes so well with Adriatic fish is
the white wine grape par excellence here (as

it is just over the border in Istria; see p.271)
and is becoming increasingly important in
Primorska’s other three districts.

Podravje
Podravje, with 15,835 acres (6,408 ha) of
vines, is Slovenia’s most important, extensive,
and most continental region. It is divided into
the sprawling Štajerska Slovenija district
and the relatively minute Prekmurje (see
locator map on this page). Reds account for
less than 10% of all Podravje wine.

The dominant variety was for long the
Laški Rizling (Welschriesling) once famously
branded Lutomer in the UK, but, as
elsewhere, increasing attention is being paid
to Šipon (Furmint). With its firm, ageworthy
wines, it seems well suited to the cool
Podravje climate. Other typical wines are
unoaked, screw-capped, varietally precise
Renski Rizling (Riesling), Sivi Pinot (Pinot
Gris), Dišeči Traminec (Gewürztraminer),
Sauvignon Blanc, and Rumeni Muscat (Muscat
Blanc à Petits Grains). Indigenous, relatively
low-acid Ranina (called Bouvier in Austria)
is a local speciality in Radgona, Slovenia’s
sparkling wine capital since 1852. Oaked
Chardonnays and Pinot Noirs are relatively
new but can be seriously good value.

The slightly warmer Prekmurje district
produces fuller, softer wines that otherwise
mirror those of its neighbour to the south.
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Modra Frankinja (Blaufränkisch) seems very
much at home here. Interest in this variety has
intensified throughout the country since 2016
when its Slovenian origins were established.

Some exceptional sweet botrytized wines
and Icewines in favourable years are made in
Podravje. According to Guinness World
Records, the famous ancient vine in Maribor
is the oldest on the planet at more than 400
years old. It still yields 77–121 lb (35–55 kg) of
Žametovka grapes every year.

Posavje
Posavje is the least important Slovenian wine
region in terms of the total amount of wine
produced. There are only 6,643 acres
(2,688 ha) of vines, with much the same grape
varieties as Podravje but often blending them
to make local specialities called Metliška
črnina, Bizeljčan, and the hugely popular light,
tart, pink Cviček. Posavje wines tend to be
lighter and less sophisticated than those of
Podravje. Spicy Modra Frankinja is a regional
favourite that benefits from time in barrel.
The rare, tart white wine grape Rumeni
Plavec can enliven the local fizz of Bizeljsko
Sremič, while good sparkling wines based on
Žametovka have emerged from Dolenjska.
The relatively warm Bela Krajina district is
famous for Modra Frankinja, Yellow Muscat,
and sweet wines that can often outshine
those from Podravje.
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Slovenia, Czechia, and Slovakia have a long
history of craftsmanship that results in the finest
mouthblown glasses that are increasingly
treasured by wine lovers all over the world.
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